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not yet been given to one aspect of the Osborne cadet case,
which seems to us to eliminate all the rest in real drama....
There is not a parent in the land who has not been amazed
by the cruelty of the procedure adopted at this business at
Osborne, and who does not feel that such measures must be
taken by the Admiralty as shall make a peril of this intoler-
able kind impossible for the future. But the acquittal of the
cadet, and his reinstatement in the service, have not been
so much the triumph of law as the triumph of a great lawyer,
and Sir Edward Carson's whole conduct of the case has been
one of the finest things in the annals of the English Bar,
Even law may be dead and impotent without personality.
A good cause has been lost again and again by weak hand-
ling. The abstract justice of a cause is not necessarily anyone's
security- In this instance a powerful advocate, who is also
a strong man,, took up the cause in a spirit of generous
championship and indignant conviction as to its merits, and
by sheer personal force beat down against all odds a terrible
wrong, and established the innocence of a lad unjustly
accused of theft and falsehood, and sentenced almost to
moral death. If his health had been always as robust as his
mind and character, Sir Edward Carson, as every Unionist
knows, might have held a far greater position in political
life than he has ever cared to assert. But he has won this
time something above party distinction. His splendid cour-
age and will have assured his permanent place in public
regard, and make him a national figure. We are all proud
of him,"
Ulster, too> was watching, and with no disinterested mind
had observed how great a fighter she had chosen as her
Parliamentary leader. She must have appreciated that this
was no ordinary lawyer. It was clear that he had faith, the
root of the matter in him ; and many an Ulsterman must
have read with special satisfaction the accounts of Carson's
persistence and ultimate triumph in this case. Ulster is well
versed in Scripture, and knows that " He who is faithful in
small things, is faithful also in great."
Mr. Garvin's words were almost prophetic : Carson was
on the threshold of great events in the history of his country,